MR  BUMBLE OF THE REFORM BILL
The middle-class electorate was in no hurry to press home its victory There u as an overwhelming Whig majority in the new Parliament, but Whig government was no new thing, and the list of ministers was as aristocratic as any Toty combination of the old regime The Radical element in the Commons was insignificant numerical!), though its brains gave it an importance out of proportion to its numbers A middle-class government was a thing hardly dreamed of, as yet The ten-pound householder felt it an honour to be governed by a lord
None the less, the popular instinct rightly divined that a new era had dawned with the passing of the Bill The middle class might not be in office, but it was in power, and it only needed time to make that power effective The Greys and Russells, the Mel-bournes and Palmerstons, owed their official existence to the ten-pound householder, and must accordingly study how to keej> hsrn in a good humour An utterly different spirit informed the political atmosphere The Whig government, in power by the new electorate, felt itself compelled to embark on what, for those days, was a course of heroic legislation, to satisfy its new masters Slavery was abolished, the jfirst effective factory law passed, the Poor Law reconstructed, and, finally, after a premature attempt 00 the part of His Majesty to bring the Tones back, the principle of the Reform Bill was extended to the municipal franchise But the impulse to reform had now spent itself Lord Grey, an uptight and enormously philoprogenitive aostoccat, who had served his apprenticeship with Fox, was succeeded as Sterner by Lord Melbourne, a genial cyme of the trae eighteenth-century traditiOflj wfaose reaction to any constructive proposal was, "Why ca&'tjtbey leave it alone ? " But the new electorate had BO use for King Log, and a few years of Wb&r imrktng time were to bung back the Toiaes, with 10